
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Literacy in Historical/Social Studies 

 Reading Informational Text 

 Speaking and Listening 

 Literacy in Technical Subjects 

 Literacy in Science  

 College & Career Readiness  

 Writing Standards 

 

 Our Community Geography  

 New York City Over Time  

 Animals, Plants in their Environ-

ments 

 The Nature of Science 

 Exploring Ecosystems 

 Diversity of Life  

 Interdependence  

 Humans in Their Environments 

 Needs and Tradeoffs 

 Earth Materials  

 Properties of Water 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5nOmKuHKM8A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BEz7RPvQCAI
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/biomes/intertidal/intertidal.shtml
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/biomes/intertidal/intertidal.shtml
https://www8.nos.noaa.gov/estuaries101
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E1pp_7-yTN4
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Algae: a plantlike organism that grows and lives in wa-
ter. Algae comes in shades of green, brown, and red. It 
has many shapes and textures. Sometimes people call it 
seaweed. 

 

Abiotic factors: those nonliving physical and chemical 
factors which affect the ability of organisms to survive and 
reproduce. 

 

Biotic factors: The living portion of an environment. 

 

Bivalve: an aquatic mollusk that has a soft body enclosed 
within a hinged shell, such as oysters, clams, mussels, and 
scallops. In other words, an animal with two shells. 

 

Brackish: Slightly salty water, due to the mixture of 
freshwater from rivers and streams and seawater. 

 

Driftwood: pieces of wood or tree debris that are floating 
on the water or have been washed ashore.  

 

Ecosystem: community together with its environment, 
functioning as a unit.  

 

Estuary: A semi-enclosed body of water containing both 
fresh and salt water.  

 

Habitat: The area or environment where an organism or 
ecological community normally lives or occurs. 

 

Horseshoe crab: are marine arthropods that live primari-
ly in and around shallow ocean waters on soft sandy or 
muddy bottoms. They are considered living fossils and 
more closely related to spiders than actual crabs. Despite 
their fierce looking shells, they are completely harmless.  
The sharp looking tail is used for movement and allows 
them to flip themselves over if they are upside down.  

 

Intertidal zone: the area that is above water at low tide 
and under water at high tide. Also know as the seashore 
or shoreline and sometimes referred to as the littoral 
zone.   

 

 

 

 

Living thing: organisms composed of cells that display 
the key characteristics of life. These characteristics include 
the ability to grow, reproduce, take in and use energy, 
excrete waste, respond to the environment, and possess 
an organized structure. 

 

Man-made: made or caused by human beings (as op-
posed to naturally occurring); artificial.  

Nonliving: Not having the characteristics of life.  

 

Natural: existing and produced by nature; not artificial 

 

Tidal Strait: A channel that connects two saltwater  
bodies. The East River is technically a tidal strait because it 
connects the New York Bay to the Long Island Sound. 

  

Univalve: a mollusk with a shell consisting of a single 
valve or piece , such as a snail. Also known as gastropods. 
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