
Brooklyn Bridge Park Corporation d/b/a 
Brooklyn Bridge Park 

Meeting of the Directors 
Held at 334 Furman Street 

Brooklyn, NY 
 

October 3, 2019 
 

MINUTES 
 

The following members of the Board of Directors were present: 
 

Joanne Witty – Vice Chair 
Peter Aschkenasy 
Martin Connor 
Ali Davis 
Henry B. Gutman 
Edna Wells Handy1 
James Katz 
Martin Maher 
Stephen Merkel 
Susannah Pasquantonio2 
William Vinicombe 
Matthew Wing 
 

Also present was the staff of Brooklyn Bridge Park Corporation (“BBP”). 
 

Vice Chair Witty called the meeting to order at approximately 11:02 a.m. Amy Lojek, BBP’s General 
Counsel and Secretary of the Corporation, confirmed that a quorum was present. Prior to proceeding with 
the agenda items, Vice Chair Witty welcomed the Board and BBP staff. 
 

1. Approval of Minutes  
 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, the minutes of the July 31, 2019 Board of Directors 
meeting were unanimously approved. 

 
2. Presentation of the President’s Report (Non-Voting Item), Annual Report and Annual Audit 

Report (Non-Voting Item), and Approval of Audited Fiscal Year 2019 Financial Statements and 
Investment Report 

 
Eric Landau, BBP’s President, provided updates on: (i) the 4th of July fireworks in the East River 

between the Brooklyn Bridge and Pier 6, thanking BBP staff for their hard work planning and implementing 
that event; (ii) the opening of the visitor center at the Boathouse; (iii) the opening of the Ample Hills 
concession at the Fulton Ferry Landing, and the planned Fireboat concession expected to open summer 
2020; (iv) the construction of the Pier 2 Uplands, which is on schedule for a summer 2020 opening; (v) the 
greenway reconstruction, which is on schedule for completion in late 2019; and (vi) the re-construction 
of Squibb Bridge and the closure of Squibb Park.   

 
1 Present from Item 5 until end of meeting. 
2 Present from Item 2 until end of meeting. 



Mr. Landau reviewed programming in the Park, including: (i) Photoville’s 8th year in the Park; (ii) 
the 20th anniversary of Brooklyn Bridge Park Conservancy’s Movies With a View Series; (iii) Brooklyn Nets 
“Practice in the Park”; and (iv) the Conservancy’s Harvest Fest in October.  

 
Mr. Landau provided a brief introduction to the items on the agenda, namely the audit and BBP 

staff’s recent re-development of BBP’s vision, mission, and values statements, as well as a presentation 
of BBP’s efforts to increase M/WBE participation in BBP contracts. 
 

Jelani Watkins, BBP’s Chief Financial Officer, presented the Annual Report and Annual Audit 
Report and requested the Board of Directors approve the Audited Fiscal Year 2019 Financial Statements 
and Investment Report. Mr. Watkins explained that the audit was “clean” with no recommendations from 
the auditor. 

 
Director Merkel, Chair of the Audit & Finance Committee confirmed that the Audit & Finance 

Committee had reviewed and approved the Audited Fiscal Year 2019 Financial Statements and Investment 
Report, and was comfortable proceeding with the authorization. 
 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, the resolutions attached hereto as Schedule A were 
unanimously adopted. 
 

3. Annual Approval of Policies Relating to the Public Authorities Accountability Act of 2005, as 
amended by the Public Authorities Reform Act of 2009 (“PAAA”)  
 

 Ms. Lojek presented ten annual BBP policies for annual review and approval by the Board of 
Directors, recommending the Board of Directors ratify the eight of the ten BBP policies in their existing 
form and approve revisions to BBP’s Mission Statement and Procurement Policy. Ms. Lojek explained that 
BBP staff proposed to restate the Mission Statement concisely while reflecting the current status of BBP 
and of the park. In the case of the Procurement Policy, Ms. Lojek explained that the revision was a 
housekeeping matter, to explicitly match the micropurchase and small purchase limits set forth in the 
City’s Procurement Policy Board Rules, rather than incorporating those limits by reference.  
 
 Director Gutman, Chair of the Governance Committee, confirmed that the Governance 
Committee had reviewed and was comfortable proceeding with the authorization. 
 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, the resolutions attached hereto as Schedule B were 
unanimously adopted. 

 
4. Authorization to Enter into a Nineteenth Amendment to the Funding Agreement with the City 

of New York  
 
Lindsey Ross, BBP’s Director of Capital Projects and Restoration, presented a proposed 

amendment to the existing Funding Agreement, which would increase the City’s total funding 
commitment to include costs associated with the reconstruction of the parkwide greenway, for 
consideration and approval by the Board of Directors.  

 
 Director Merkel confirmed that the Audit & Finance Committee had reviewed and was 
comfortable proceeding with the authorization. 
 
 Upon motion duly made and seconded, the resolutions attached hereto as Schedule C were 
unanimously adopted. 

 



5. Authorization to Enter into an Agreement Relating to Sanitation and Custodial Services

Jamie Warren, BBP’s Assistant Vice President of Park Operations, presented a proposed
agreement for sanitation and custodial services with The Doe Fund, Inc., for consideration and approval 
by the Board of Directors.  

Director Peter Aschkenasy, Chair of the Budget & Operations Committee, confirmed that the 
Budget & Operations Committee had reviewed and was comfortable proceeding with the authorization. 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, the resolutions attached hereto as Schedule D were 
unanimously adopted. 

6. Authorization to Enter into an Agreement Relating to Website Design and Development

Sarah Krauss, BBP’s Vice President of Public Affairs & Chief of Staff, presented a proposed
agreement for website design and development services with Bellweather, LLC., for consideration and 
approval by the Board of Directors. Ms. Krauss also explained that BBP and the Brooklyn Bridge Park 
Conservancy were in discussions to resolve intellectual property issues around the website and social 
media accounts related to the park.  

Director Gutman, Chair of the Governance Committee, confirmed that the Governance 
Committee had reviewed and was comfortable proceeding with the authorization as written. 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, the resolutions attached hereto as Schedule E were 
unanimously adopted. 

*** 

7. Public Comment

There being no members of the public present, no public comment was made.

8. Adjournment

Vice Chair Witty noted that the final item on the agenda was an Executive Session and asked the
Board whether there was any Director who believed that an Executive Session was necessary.  

Hearing none, and there being no further business, Vice Chair Witty requested a motion to 
adjourn the meeting, and upon the motion being duly made and seconded, the meeting was adjourned 
at approximately 11:50 a.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Amy Lojek 
Secretary 

Dated: 

/s/ Amy Lojek

December 4, 2019



   

A-1 

ATTACHMENT A 
 

December 4, 2019 
        

BROOKLYN BRIDGE PARK CORPORATION – AUTHORIZATION TO ENTER INTO A LICENSE AGREEMENT 
FOR A FOOD AND BEVERAGE CONCESSION AT PIER 5 AND AUTHORIZATION TO TAKE RELATED ACTIONS 

 
BE IT RESOLVED, that Brooklyn Bridge Park Corporation (“BBP”) is hereby authorized to enter into a license 
agreement for a food & beverage concession at Pier 5 with Oddfellows, Inc.; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that the President of BBP, or their designee(s), be, and each hereby is, authorized and directed, 
in the name and on behalf of BBP, to execute and deliver any and all documents and take all such actions 
as the President of BBP or their designee(s) may deem necessary or proper to effectuate these foregoing 
and in connection with the implementation of these resolutions.  
 

*     *     * 
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